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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
“Just as Jesus was coming out of the water, he saw heaven being torn and the Spirit  
descending on him like a dove.  And a Voice from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; 
with you I am well pleased.’” (Mark 1:10-11) 
 

It was one of the rare occasions where all three Persons of the God-head (the Trinity) were 
manifested together.  On such occasions we are prudent to pay especially close attention.  The 
Son is baptized, the Spirit descends in the bodily form like a dove, and the Father speaks. 
    The words of the Father, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased,” are 
powerful not just in themselves but also in their placement chronologically.  The Father does not 
offer these words after the resurrection or the cross; these words are not given to a teaching or a 
miracle.  In terms of ministry, Jesus had not yet done anything. 
    While the doctrine of Divine Love may be in our heads it is often absent from our emotions or at 
a gut-level reality.  The world’s system of merit-based love has so permeated our lives and experi-
ence that we project it on to God.  Now, we may not say it but we feel it, “God will love me if I do 
good and if I do it well,” or “God loves those who accomplish great things for God.”  But as far as I 
can discern from the scriptures, Jesus had not yet preached a sermon, taught a lesson, per-
formed a miracle, or cast out a demon at that point, and yet the Father declared His affection and 
delight.  Is there a better way to begin a Ministry or for that matter a day, than to start with the re-
alization that apart from any merit of accomplishment our Heavenly Father is moved by great and 
tender emotion for us? 
     Most of the frustrations of life are built on the frustration of failing to meet expectations.  Expec-
tations that are set for us by others, or are self-imposed of career performance, personal success, 
individual greatness, or expected purity.  Much like a hamster on a wheel we exert a lot of effort, 
but we never achieve what we hope for and therefore we live with a sense of personal disappoint-
ment, and perhaps Divine rejection.  The solution to being trapped by our own performance ex-
pectations is that we must stop, listen, and make the voice of God a part of our very being.  If we 
listen carefully enough we will hear, “You are my precious and delightful child, and I am glad you 
are mine, and all this has nothing to do with anything you can do or plan to do or accomplish.”  
What if more than anything else the Heavenly Father wants to just sit with you, tell you that He 
loves you, and that He is delighted that you are His child? 
     Well friends, half of this year is gone, and we are moving into July.  I feel blessed that Hannah 
and I are beginning our third year of ministry here with the precious folks at Mount Bethel UMC.  
We look forward to another year of equipping the saints and sharing Christ with the Bethlehem 
community.  It is exciting to ponder the possibilities and the opportunities that the Lord will provide 
for us and His church. 

I have heard many of you say that you will be going on vacation this month, and that includes 
me and my family.  If you are traveling I pray you will have a safe trip and that you get some well-
deserved rest, but I would also like to remind you to support your church financially even when 
you are on vacation.  The church’s expenses go on even though giving usually drops off in the 
summer months.   

July is the month for our Vacation Bible School. Other regular meetings include the Worship 
Committee on the 16

th
, VOW on the 17

th
, the Child Development Center Committee on the 30

th
. 

           
        Love in Christ, 

       Pastor Dale 
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GKC    The June God's Kids Club meeting was com-

bined with the End of School Pool Party at the Bullard's and 

everyone had a great time in the pool.  

      Vacation Bible School (VBS) is coming up July 26, 27 

and 28th starting at 6:00 pm till 8:30 pm.  The title is 

"Rolling River Rampage - Experience the Ride of a Life-

time with God."  Key Bible verse is, "When you pass 

through the waters, I will be with you."  Isaiah 43:2.  The 

first two evenings will start out with a meal in the Fellow-

ship Hall, then everyone will go to the sanctuary for open-

ing with fun and music.  After that fun, everyone will go to 

the classrooms for Bible Exploration/Story time and work-

ing on projects.  The take home project will be made out of 

river rocks and the project with a mission will be made out 

of plastic bags.  Closing will be fun games that involve wa-

ter, so be sure to wear clothes that will be alright to get wet 

and a towel.   

     The last evening of VBS will start in the sanctuary, then 

on to the Fellowship Hall for a meal.  Next, outdoors for 

"rolling river rampage" fun, make sure to wear clothes that 

can get really wet and a towel.   

    Two classes will be available, preschool - 2nd grade and 

3rd grade - 5th grade.  An adult class will also be offered. 

   Hope to see all of God's Kids at VBS and be sure to invite 

your friends.        

                               Nancy Johnson, Children's Coordinator 

JOY NEWS  
JOY will  meet at the church on Friday,  July 20th  

at 8:00 AM to travel to the Farmer's Daughter in Taylorsville  
for lunch.  This will be an ALL DAY TRIP.  Cost of the trip  

will be $5.00 for gas.  Please pay by July 8th.  

Down by the lake… 
    During our June Fellowship Gathering our devotions 
centered around Ephesians 4:26 led by Cecil Blackburn. 

The men decided to financially assist various families, 
missions, mission trips, youth and other related items with-
in our community and surroundings. 

Our Annual Lake Cookout and Fellowship Gathering at 
Dewitt Moretz’s home on Lake Hickory is set for Saturday, 
August 4th. Everyone is asked to bring a dessert and drink 
along with anything else you might think would comple-
ment a delicious juicy hamburger and hotdog (provided). 
Also do not forget to bring your lawn chairs!  

During our regular September gathering on Sunday 
morning, September 9th at 7:00am in the fellowship hall, 
we will be discussing our Fall BBQ fundraiser scheduled 
for October 6th, UMM’s Sunday, award recognitions, 2019 
officers and a few other related topics. Make sure you at-
tend!  

All males (any age) are invited to join us for a delicious 
breakfast, devotions, some awesome fellowship and going 
about doing the work for Jesus Christ as he calls us.  

 Kevin Beard / Rodney Bolick 

Brothers, let’s us not forget to daily share, 
mentor, and fellowship with each other while 
holding each other accountable during our  

daily walks. 

UMYF NEWS   
  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,  

“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, 

“Here am I Lord, send me.”   Isaiah 6:8 

      The UMYF will be headed out on Sunday, July 8th for 

our annual mission trip to Plymouth, NC. We will meet to 

the church at 8:45am to pack the van so we can head out no 

later than 9:30. We would like to invite the church to come 

out at 9:15 for prayer before we leave.  

      We humbly ask that each of you be in prayer in the 

coming days as we all prepare our hearts to serve in the 

name of Jesus and to continue to pray while we are being 

the hands and feet of Jesus. Pray that the Lord would equip 

us all mentally, spiritually, and physically for whatever HE 

has in mind for us to accomplish for HIS kingdom during 

our time in Plymouth. Pray that we would be BOLD Disci-

ples of Christ, that we would be HIS Light unto the world!  

    Sunday July 22nd is Youth Sunday. I hope that you all 

will be able to join us for worship lead by the UMYF. We 

will be sharing pictures and stories about our time in Plym-

outh….you will not want to miss it!  

    We are in need of a few items for 

our trip. Baked goods, cookies, 

brownies, etc., the kids will eat on 

these throughout the week. In addi-

tion we are in need of a water cool-

er with a pour spout. If anyone has one we could borrow 

please let myself or Nancy Johnson know.   

Peace in Christ, 

Candy Millsaps, Youth Coordinator 

 

 

Please join us for a Bridal Shower 

 honoring Katy McLawhon  

Saturday, July 28th 2-4PM in the parlor. 
  

“Money Tree showers are the latest craze 
 to honor brides and grooms these days.   
We’ll have the tree, you bring the bucks 

as we wish them the best of luck.”   
  

    (Cash and gift cards appreciated)   
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Western North Carolina Annual Conference Report 

 
    "Teaching Plants the Seeds for the Future," was the theme for the 2018 Annual Conference of the Western North Caro-

lina United Methodist Church (WNC UMC) held at beautiful Lake Junaluska on June 22-24.   The theme was based on Matthew 

28:19-20, "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you." 

     As each person entered Stuart Auditorium on Friday, the opening day of Annual Conference, we had the opportunity to reaffirm 

our baptism as a drop of water was placed on our forehead.  After the Call to Worship and Processional Hymns, a video was shown 

to remind the attendees that this the 50th Anniversary of the United Methodist Church - the merger of two denominations, the 

Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the merger of the Central (black) and Southeastern (white) 

Jurisdictions of the Methodist Church.  The Processional Hymns were "“All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name"  and "“What a Beautiful 

Name"  . During those songs, you could feel the power and presence of the Holy Spirit - Jesus in Stuart Auditorium.  What a way to 

start worship!  Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball (West Virginia Conference) delivered the sermon, "Go and Teach" based on Matthew 

28:16-20 and I Timothy 3:14-16.  She informed the audience that Jesus told the eleven followers to "go and teach, make  

disciples.   Disciples.  Not members.  Disciples."   Worship was closed with Communion.  Sharing communion with so many 

brothers and sisters in Christ was such a holy experience. 

     Recognition of 2018 Retirees service was Friday afternoon.  The life and ministry of 60 retirees was celebrated. 

     The Commissioning Service was Friday night.   Before the message, Newly Licensed Local Pastors were recognized.   Bishop 

Alfred Gwinn, Jr. (Retired) delivered the message, "“Anywhere But Nineveh,"    based on Jonah 1:1-3a. Bishop Gwinn was telling 

the elected provisional members to be commissioned that Nineveh was a symbol to go where God wants you to go, do what God 

wants you to do, and be what God wants you to be.  I think that is a message for all Christians. Twenty-one women and men were 

commissioned.  

     On Saturday morning the Celebration of Life service was held with Rev. Jan Brittain (Williamson's Chapel, Mooresville, NC) 

delivering the message, "“Alters of Faithfulness"  . Scripture lesson was Genesis 22:9-14.  Rev. Brittain talked about the alters of 

faith the celebrated Clergy and Diaconal Ministers and their spouses had built and that they went were God sent them.  "They went 

on the glory" and "claimed the crown of righteousness."  She encouraged the audience to use the alters they had built to help us 

build our own alters of faith.  Twenty-five Clergy and Diaconal Ministers were remembered as well as twenty-four spouses. 

    Saturday night the Order of Worship for the Ordination of Deacons and Elders was held.  Twenty persons were ordained into 

full connection (6 deacons, 18 elders).   Scripture lesson was Romans 12:1-10.  The sermon was delivered by Bishop Alfred W. 

Gwinn, Jr. titled "The DNA of Your Calling”.   He implored to the candidates to be ordained and to the attendees of thrConference 

that all should consecrate our ears to listen to God, consecrate our thumbs to God so we will not hold too tightly to earthly things, 

and consecrate our toes to walk in the living light of the truths of God.        

    Bishop Paul L. Leeland delivered the message for the closing worship service of Service of the Word, Table and the Fixing of 

Appointments on Sunday morning, titled "“What Are We to Teach”,  with scripture lesson from Colossians 1:15-20, 25-29.   He 

reminded all in attendance that God can use us even when we don't do well what He called us to do.   We may feel uncomfortable 

praying out loud, but we should pray, God will use our prayers.  If we can't sing, sing anyway to the glory of God, God does not 

care what we sound like, so we should not care what others think about our singing.   The 2018 Annual Conference was closed 

with the Fixing of Appointments and Sending Forth.          

    During the 2018 Annual Conference, there were two special offerings.   The offering at Opening Worship was for Bennett Col-

lege, an historically black college of the UMC as part of the recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the merger to form the United 

Methodist Church.  The total offering was $19,456.  The offering at Closing Worship was to help repair the bridge over the Lake 

Junaluska dam.  The bridge over the dam was closed in the fall of 2016 due to deterioration of the bridge's steel support beams.  

The estimated cost is $1.4 to $1.7 million.       

    Laity Speaker was Tom Bridges from Bunker Hill UMC, Kernersville, NC.  Mr. Bridges is a Certified Lay Minister which is 

assigned by the DS, not appointed by the bishop.  Also heard reports from the laity of the UMM, UMW, UMYF, Conference 

Board of Trustees,  Conference Board of Pension, Committee on the Episcopacy, Brotherhood-Sisterhood, and Connectional Min-

istries.               

   The attendees were addressed by Bishop Ken Carter (Florida Conference) on "The Commission on the Way Forward”. The fol-

lowing is part of his address about what the UMC is facing in the coming days:                              
"In Portland, the last general conference, by a very slim majority, delegates voted to establish a study commission to study the im-

passe of the unity of the church and human sexuality."   The study commission devised three models/plans to move forward.                                                                                   
    The One Church model would remove the language.  It would allow conferences who wanted to re-insert the 72 language to do 

so in their standing rules.  It would allow local churches who wanted to have traditionalist clergy to write that into their profiles 

and clergy who were traditionalists to write that into their profiles.  It's contextual.  It would not force an agenda on anyone.  But it 

would allow LGBTQ persons a home in the United Methodist Church where this is contextual.  And in some places it is.  This is 

the simplest of the three models, requires no Constitutional amendments.     (continued page 4) 
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    A second plan is the traditionalist plan.  The traditionalist plan maintains the current language in the Book of Discipline 

about homosexuality being incompatible.  But it greatly increases the accountability to certify that persons will uphold this at 

every level of the church, from the laity to district committees on ministry to boards of ordained ministry, to cabinets, to coun-

cil and bishop.  It is not maintaining the status quo. It is sharpening and making more pronounced accountability for being a 

traditionalist church and providing an exit for people, whether they are centrists or traditionalists.  This plan has a number of 

Constitutional amendments.    

    The third plan, connectional conference plan, the best analogy I have come up with, it's sort of like the world Methodist 

council, where currently we have the church in South Africa, fully inclusive, Costa Rica, Brazil, others are not.  Our relation-

ships would be looser and we would really end up with an umbrella underneath it with sort of three branches of church, tradi-

tionalists, centrists— this has 32 Constitutional amendments.  These are the plans being translated and the day the general con-

ference has given us is July 8.  They will simultaneously be made available. 

   The delegations will be the primary persons who will work with these plans and vote on the plans.  Bishops will vote.  This is 

the work your authorized delegation, half clergy, half laity, will do." 

 

Major actions and reports of the Annual Conference during the Business Sessions included: 

 Approved the 2019 Conference Funds and Financial Policies, all nominated trustees and board members of WNC UMC 

Conference boards and ministries, pension programs and policies, special Conference wide offerings,  the 2019 Conference 

Budget of $16,166,481 (decrease of 0.262% from 2018 Budget) for Conference expenses and General Church Funds, and addi-

tional $1, 843,300 for Districts  Mission Engagement, Church Vitality, and Benevolence grants (decrease of 0.05% from 2018 

Budget). 

 88% of apportionments paid in 2017.  850 churches met their apportionments and 50 churches paid zero. 

 The Duke Endowment urged all churches in the Conference to use the church facilities everyday - DO NOT let them set 

empty. 

  The Church Vitality is offering $500 grants to start Fresh Expressions in local churches.    

                               

Petitions that were approved by the Annual Conference included: 

 Petition passed to discontinue and abandon nine church in the conference;    2 churches in the Appalachian District, 1 in 

the Blue Ridge District, 1 in the Catawba Valley District, 1 in the Metro District,  2 in the Northern Piedmont District, and 2 in 

the Uwharrie District. 

 Petition passed to support NETworX (local congregations and agencies working in ministry with the poor) with a special 

offering to be received during the season of Lent in 2019. 

 The conference passed a petition to change the percentage of proceeds form closed church properties from 75% remaining 

in the district and 25% allocated to the conference to 25% to remain in the district and 75% to the conference.   This would 

make more funds available to start new churches and help revitalize churches in the all of conference. 

 Petition passed for a "just policy for local church employees" that states, the "WNC Conference encourages and supports 

local church policies in which laity called to serve are employed and dismissed based solely on their gifts and graces without 

regard for sexual orientation or gender identity. " 

 The petition "encouraging gracious exit accommodation" which states "that the WNC Annual Conference strongly urges 

that any plan passed by the 2019 General Conference have within it the provision of a just and gracious exit path for congrega-

tions who cannot in good conscience abide by the stance of the church regarding LGBTQ ministry, as determined by the 2019 

General Conference.  Such an exit path should consider allowing congregations to leave the denomination with their buildings 

and assets, assuming their own liabilities, but without demanding payments to the conference that could impact the congrega-

tions' ministry."  This petition was deemed "Out of Order" by the Bishop Leeland and NO vote was taken. 

 A petition brought forward at the end of the business session to "request the US Department of Homeland Security and the 

 US Department of Justice to reunite children with their families who had previously been separated by the United States gov-

ernment due to the "zero tolerance" policy in an expedient, humane, and compassionate manner," was passed. 

 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be your Laity Delegate, 

Nancy T. Johnson 



Page 5/July 2018 
  

The Epistle        

 

SAVE THE DATE  —  UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR …             
                                                                   

                                    AUGUST 
Wednesday, August 1 Adult Bible Study Planning 7:00PM 

Saturday, August 4 UMM Lake Cookout 4:00PM 

Sunday, August 5  UMYF pack lunch bags for homeless 8:45AM 

Monday, August 6 JOY Meeting 10:30AM                              Monday-Thursday August 6-9 Continuing Ed for Pastor 

Sunday, August 12 Homecoming Sunday Worship  Speaker Andrew Johnson followed by Covered Dish Lunch 

Tuesday, August 14 Worship Committee Meeting 7:00PM 

Sunday, August 19 GKC 11:30 AM                                               UMW Cookout at the Lake 4:00PM     

Tuesday, August 21  Bethlehem Star Meeting 6:30PM (FH)       VOW Meeting  (CROP Walk Plng) 7:00PM (Parlor) 

Wednesday, August 22 S/PPRC Meeting (To begin Prep for CC) 6:30PM      

Friday, August 24 Last Day of Summer Day Camp  

Sunday, August 26 Promotion/Launch Fall Season Sunday      

Monday, August 27 First Day of School                             Alexander Missional Network Meeting @ Liberty UMC 6:30PM 

Tuesday, August 28 Nominating Committee Meeting 7:00PM 

Wednesday, August 29 CROP Walk Kick-Off & Team Captain Orientation Meeting 6:00PM 

                                                     SEPTEMBER   
Monday, Sept 3 Church office closed for Labor Day                Tuesday, Sept 4 Nominating Committee 7:00PM 

Sunday, Sept 9 Laity Service Award Announcements in 10AM worship                            GKC 11:30AM 

Monday, Sept 10 Joy Meeting 10:30AM                                   Finance Committee Meeting 7:00PM To set 2019 Budget 

Tuesday, Sept 11 Worship Committee 7:00PM                        

Wednesday, Sept 12 First Night of Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:30PM 

Thursday, Sept 13 CDC Meeting 6:30PM       

Saturday, Sept 15 Bethlehem Day at Mt Bethel UMC                               Sunday, Sept 16 Grandparents Sunday                                        

Monday, Sept 17 UMM sponsored American Red Cross Bloodmobile 3:00-7:30PM                              

Tuesday, Sept 18 VOW Meeting 7:00PM      

Sunday, Sept 23 Christian Education/Teacher Appreciation Sunday  

                            Administrative Council Meeting  7:00PM (Approve Charge Conference Business) 

Monday, Sept 24  Alexander Missional Network Meeting @ Liberty UMC 6:30PM 

Saturday, Sept 29 Church Yard Sale???  7:00AM 

PRAYER LIST                            

 

IIl Health—Cort Hollar, Phyllis Miller, Michele Rodriquez, Gary Woods, Carolyn Sell, Angela Wise’s father, Zoe Fer-

guson, Wes Starnes, Bob & Helen Steele, Carolyn Bolick, Barry & Holly Whitesides, Shannon Bolick, Diane Fox, 

Michele Kish, Rosalie Johnson (Mel Cofer’s mother), Don Beck, Larry Bolick, Sarah Moretz, Brittany Fox, Adalynn 

Mitzel, Bobby Winebarger, Doris Carrigan, Jill Teague 

Home Members—Mae Eckard, Emily Armstrong, Mae Teague, Helen Sigmon, Allene Starnes, Susan Sigmon 

Cancer—Christin Gates, Ken Mays, Marshall Rudisill, Barbara Faulk,   Jillian Woodring, Beth Wheeling, Abi 

Mecimore, Doug Stone, David Shugart, Kevin Fox, Clay Wells, Bill Hefner (Jerry Hefner’s brother), Eddie Warren, 

Roger Johnson, Tonya Teague,  Farrah Hefner, Tayne Lackey, Linda Phelps 

General Concern—Becky, Lexie & Jackson Ward, Lori Love, Steve Joyce, Rachel, Chris Starnes, Danny Bordner, Ste-

ve & Karen Johnson & Grandson Dane, Lindsey & Ann Kirby, Jerry Gilbert, Neil Curtis Barnett  

Military—Ernest Jones, Logan Miller, Blaze Carswell, Colonel Neil Khatod, Jordan Hill 

Surgery & Recovery— Michael McKinney (Rachel Beard’s father), Sandy Fox (open heart surgery), John Wood, Glenn 

Carrigan, Kenny Starnes, Brent Ledbetter & Family (car wreck), Rev Ivan Peden   

Deaths—Families of Jeremy Law, Sonny Fowler, Amy Huffman, Robin Teague 
 
                   “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication  

                                   with  thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God” 



 

 

JULY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  1 Thomas & Mary Penn 

  4 George & Joyce Clark 

  5 Dick & Bobbie Klein 

16 Kevin & Rhonda Reinhardt 

22 Talmage & Mary Bowman 

24        Rev. Dale & Hannah Bost 

30 Jerry & Pam Williamson 
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JULY 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

   From the …   

 

      FATHER’S DAY  
BULLETIN INSERT DONATIONS 

there was $255 given. All  

proceeds were sent to the  

Taylorsville Soup Kitchen. 
 

GIDEON OFFERING 
There was $2176 collected which 

will be used in the Gideon ministry. 

  1 Ann Kirby, Melanie Cofer 

  2 Michael Crawford 

  3 Jesse Travis, Jeffrey Travis 

  4 Kevin Reinhardt, Lisa Little 

  6 Wesley Starnes 

  7 Manda Bass 

  9 Tim Blackburn, Katy McLawhon 

10 Kim Privette 

12 Taylor Squiric 

15 Kyle Benfield 

16 Louise Wilkinson 

17 Makala Starnes 

19 Diane Rogers, Dennis Morris 

20 Hannah Starnes 

21 Nicole Icard, Nancy Edwards 

22 Theresa Moretz 

23 Cecil Blackburn, Cindy McLawhon 

24 Joseph DeCenzo, Jerry Rogers 

25 David Flowers 

26 Carroll Bolick 

28 Leah Catherine Starnes 

29 Anthony Bowman 

30 Ashley Starnes 

      AMERICAN  

      RED  CROSS  

       BLOODMOBILE                
        Sponsored by the UMM 

         MONDAY,  JUNE 18  

                 3:00-7:30PM 
            

            22   PINTS COLLECTED  

                       
       Thanks for the gift of life!!!     
 

 Next Blood Drive:   

September 17th  3:00-7:30PM 
 

      VBS WEEKEND 
THURSDAY-SATURDAY 

JULY 26-28   6:00-8:30PM 

We will again be partnering with  Community Christian  
Fellowship and Shiloh Lutheran Church for VBS. 

Some items needed for display only are: a rubber raft, kayak 
with paddles, a slip & slide and a small kiddie pool. 

 Please let Nancy Johnson know if you have any of these 
items she can borrow. Come and volunteer- 

YOU will receive the blessing!!! 
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“Our Mission Statement” 

“The mission of Mt Bethel United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by proclaiming 
the good news of God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor.  We  

believe that the heart of Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry of outreaching love.  Together, we seek  
to be the expression of the mind and mission of Christ by living our daily lives in light of our                        

relationship with God.” 


